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"I have read with much satisfaction that part of your letter on the rise, progress, and policy of the Federalists. It is, in my opinion, a just exposition. I am free to declare that had 1 commanded the military department whore the Hartford Convention met, if it had heen the last act of my life, I would have punished the three principal leaders of the party. I am certain an indepedcnt court-martial would have condemned them, under the second section of the act establishing rules and regulations for the government oC the army of the United States. This kind of men, although called Federalists, are. really monarchists and traitors tn the. constituted government. JUit 1 am of tin; opinion that there arc men called Federalists that are horn-si, virtuous, and really attached to our Government, aud, although they differ in many respects and opinions with the Republicans, still they will risk everything in its defense. It is, there-fore, a favorite adage with me that the 'tree, is best known hy its fruit.' Experience in the late war taught nit1 to know thai: it is not: those who cry patriotism (hi* Iniulest who are the greatest friends to their counlry, ur will risk most in its defense. The Senate of Koine had a Semprn-nuts; America has hers. When, therefore, 1 see ;i character with manly firmness give his opinion, hut wlu'ii im-r-ruled fly to support that majority, protecting the eagles uf his counlry, meeting every privation and danger for love of country and the security of its independent rights, I care not hy what: name he is called, I believe him to bo a true American, worthy of the confidence of his country. ;;nd of every good man. Such a character will never dn an act injurious to his country. Such is tin1 character given to mr of Colonel Drayton. Relieving in the, recommendation, f was, and still am, confident he is well qualified to (ill the. office with credit lo himself and benefit to his country, and to aid you in the arduous station a grateful country li.i* called you to fill.
".Permit me lo add that names of themselves ;ire but. bubbles, and sometimes used for the most wicked purposes. J will name one instance: '1 have, once upon a lime, been denounced as a Federalist. You will smile when J mine, (lie cause. When your country put up ymir name in opposition to Mr. iVI., I was one of those, who gave you the. preference,ly impressed with the propriety as well as with the policy you have pointed out, of taking the heads of the departments from the four grand sections of the United States, where each section can afford a character of equal fitness; where that cannot be done, fitness and not locality ought to govern; the Executive being entitled to the best talents, when combined with other necessary qualifications, that the Union can afford.
